Introduction
Neuroinflammation is a term coined to describe cellular and molecular processes, which encompasses activation of microglia and astrocytes and infiltration of peripheral immune cells. It occurs in the CNS in a variety of pathological conditions including neurodegenerative diseases, such as amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) and spinal muscular atrophy (SMA). Traditionally, it was thought that neuroinflammation is a secondary, complex cellular event, arising in response to a loss of neurons and aimed, first, at limiting cell damage and at Neurobiology of Disease 37 (2010) [493] [494] [495] [496] [497] [498] [499] [500] [501] [502] 
